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at the locations specified in the sub-
part of part 1952 of this chapter relat-
ing to the State plan. The locations in-
clude the Office of Federal and State 
Operations, the Office of the Regional 
Administrator for the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration 
(hereinafter referred to as the Regional 
Administrator) in whose Region the 
State is located, and an office or offices 
of the State which have been des-
ignated by the State for this purpose. 
The most current copy of a State plan 
will be located in the State and Re-
gional office pending submission of the 
change supplements to the Assistant 
Secretary.

§ 1953.3 Publication. 
Whenever a State is required under 

its law to publish notice of the subject 
matter of any change required by this 
part prior to its adoption by the State, 
a republication by the State as in 
§ 1902.11(a) of this chapter will not be 
required. Where the subject matter of 
the change is not subject to public no-
tice under State law, republication by 
the State as provided in § 1902.11(a) of 
this chapter may be required unless the 
Assistant Secretary determines the 
change is minor. Such a minor change 
could include notice that the State had 
completed intermediate steps in the 
implementation of its Management In-
formation System or its staff training 
program.

§ 1953.4 Delegation of authority. 
(a)(1) Under a delegation of authority 

from the Assistant Secretary of Labor 
for Occupational Safety and Health, 
the Regional Administrators shall be 
responsible for review and approval of 
changes to occupational safety and 
health standards in approved State 
plans in accordance with the proce-
dures specified in the applicable sub-
parts of this part. 

(2) In conjunction with this delega-
tion of authority, the Assistant Sec-
retary of Labor for Occupational Safe-
ty and Health, after consultation with 
the Office of the Solicitor, will be re-
sponsible for advising the Regional Ad-
ministrators as to interpretations of 
Federal and State standards so as to 
avoid inconsistent interpretations par-
ticularly in States adopting other than 

Federal standards. Any person may re-
quest such an interpretation from the 
Assistant Secretary. 

(b) Regional Administrators means 
the employee or officer regularly or 
temporarily in charge of a Regional Of-
fice of the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration, U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor, or any other person or 
persons who are specifically designated 
to act for such employee or officer in 
his absence. The term also includes any 
employee or officer in the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration ex-
ercising supervisory responsibility over 
the Regional Administrator. Such su-
pervisory employee or officer is consid-
ered to exercise concurrent authority 
with the Regional Administrator. 
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Subpart B—Developmental 
Change Supplements

§ 1953.10 Definitions. 
(a) Each State with a developmental 

plan must set forth in its plan those 
changes which are designed to make its 
program at least as effective as the 
Federal program and a timetable for 
making such changes in accordance 
with 29 CFR 1902.2(b). A developmental 
change includes the completion of 
these developmental steps as well as 
amendments required in response to 
failure to meet any steps in the devel-
opmental schedule. 

(b) Developmental steps must be 
completed within the three year period 
immediately following commencement 
of operations. (See § 1902.2(b) of this 
chapter). The date of ‘‘commencement 
of operations’’ is ordinarily the plan 
approval date if the State initiates in-
spections and enforcement activity 
with respect to standards covered by 
the approved plan in accordance with 
the legal authority existing in the 
State at the time of approval. But in 
any case, commencement of operations 
can be no later than the effective date 
of the grant approved under section 
23(g) of the Act. A State may also com-
mence operations by initiating inspec-
tions and enforcement activity at some 
point after approval and prior to the ef-
fective date of the grant. Following ap-
proval, each State will submit a letter 
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